
APPLICATION TO THE UNIVERSITY CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UCDP) SEED FUNDING FOR A RESEARCH PROJECT.

THE UCDP FUNDING IS RESTRICTED TO:
1. South African citizens and permanent residents.
2. Permanent, full-time academics at UKZN.
3. For this funding, emerging academics are those who are completing a PhD or have completed a PhD in the last 3 years.

FUNDING AREAS SUPPORTED BY THE UCDP INCLUDE:
1. Direct running expenses (for example, data collection and fieldwork, purchase of chemicals, etc.).  Please note that the amount awarded is limited and requests in excess of R 90 000 will not be considered.
2. Research assistants will only be considered in the event that data cannot be collected alone by the researcher, and additional assistance is required.  This is capped at R 20 000.

FUNDS ALLOCATED MAY NOT BE USED IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Purchase of equipment; binding and printing costs; page fees; scholarships for students; appointment of post-doctoral fellows; books; catering, entertainment, and refreshment costs; use and payment to external consultants; teaching relief

DURATION OF GRANT PERIOD
The grant period will be from the written date of acceptance of an award to a staff member to the end of November 2025. All unspent funds will be claimed back into the UCDP cost centre to be redistributed the following year.

PLEASE NOTE
1. The fully completed application should be sent to the Central UCDP Office by close of business no later than Monday, 14 July 2025. The e-mail address to use is ucdp@ukzn.ac.za, and only submissions addressed to this mailbox will be considered.
2. All signatures must be obtained, and all supporting documentation must be submitted with the application. Incomplete applications will not be considered.
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SECTION A: PERSONAL DETAILS OF THE APPLICANT 

	
First Name and Surname (In full):

	

	
Staff Number:

	
	Email Address:
	

	
Contact Number:

	
	Mobile:
	

	
South African ID or Permanent Residence Number: 

	

	Historical Racial Category

	Black African
	Asian (SA Indian, Indian; Chinese)
	White
	Colored

	
	
	
	

	Designation at UKZN

	Lecturer - AADP
	

	Lecturer - nGAP
	

	Senior Lecturer
	

	Other (specify)
	


	
	Are you a permanent, full-time academic at UKZN

	 
Yes

	
	No
	



	Which year did you complete your PhD qualification (Please tick the year)

	2024
	

	2023
	

	2022
	



												
	Gender
	Age

	 
Male

	
	Female
	
	



	Are you supported by any of the other DHET funded initiatives conducted by UKZN i.e. nGAP, USDP, Teaching & Learning Office Grants, Language Grants or other, to cover similar expenditures than what the UCDP Seed Funding offers? If yes, please elaborate on the type of support you have in this regard.
	




SECTION B: PROPOSAL


  Title of research project:………………………………………………………………………………

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Include a brief narrative description of the project addressing each of the following:

	1. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: Succinctly outline the objectives of the research project, not exceeding 250 words















	2. RATIONALE AND MOTIVATION: (Explain why the research is necessary, the extent of the problem and the potential value of the findings within the relevant context).
















	3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS: Please state the critical question/s the research seeks to answer














	4. LITERATURE REVIEW

Conduct a brief literature review of relevant and current research in the proposed field of study. This section should also include some indication of the theoretical/conceptual frameworks relevant to the study.





























	5. METHODOLOGY

Outline the research methodology to be used and append the draft research instruments/tools to be used

























	6. WORKPLAN 
State the proposed tasks to be carried out and the expected time frames for the completion of each part
	Target Dates

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


    Add more rows (if needed)


	7. ENVISAGED RESEARCH PROJECT OUTPUTS

Publications, patents, human resource development, potential applications of the research outputs, etc.



For studies involving animals or human subject, ethical clearance must be obtained prior to any funding being released. Would your study require ethical clearance? Yes/ No
	YES
	 

	
	

	NON
	 



If yes, please attach the ethical clearance approval letter



SECTION C: BUDGET
These funds are meant to assist the researcher in starting their research while they are applying and trying to source funds for their research proposals.  It is not meant as a means of funding an entire project proposal.  Researchers should limit the line items to essential running costs needed to commence their research.
For each line item, please motivate in fully.  Note that quotes or prices for line items must be determined before entering them on the table below.  Estimates will not be considered favourably.

ExampleI

	Item
	Motivation
	Amount requested

	Accepted:
hydrochloric acid
	2 L of Hydrochloric acid is needed in the digestion of the 14 samples that will be collected. These only come in 1 L bottles at R 568 per bottle.
	 R 1 136

	Not accepted:
Chemicals
	Chemicals are needed for the synthesis
	R 5 000



Budget
	Item
	Motivation
	Amount requested

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(add rows as required needed)






SECTION D: SIGNATURES

I hereby confirm that all information provided in this application form is true and accurate.

Signature of Applicant:	____________________________	Date: ___________________

Approval from Line Manager

I support/ do not support this application for teaching relief:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

	Name and designation of Line Manager:
	

	Signature of Line Manager:  
	


	Date:
	




DEAN AND HEAD OF SCHOOL 
Approval from Dean and Head of School

I support/ do not support this application:
[bookmark: _Hlk23141156]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Name of Dean and Head of School:
	

	Signature: Dean and Head of School:
	


	Date:
	




(OFFICE USE ONLY:  NOTE NEEDED AT TIME OF SUBMISSION)
Approval from College Dean of Research

I support/ do not support this application:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Name of College Dean of Research:
	

	Signature: College Dean of Research:
	


	Date:
	





	THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION TO BE SUBMITTED TO CENTRAL UCDP OFFICE VIA THE GIVEN E-MAIL ADDRESS IS BEFORE/ON FRIDAY, 28 MARCH 2025

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST ONLY BE SUBMITTED TO THE FOLLOWING E-MAIL ADDRESS -  ucdp@ukzn.ac.za 

ANY APPLICATIONS SENT TO ANY OTHER EMAIL ADDRESS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 





image1.png
i ), higher education

~-
.. i1
& training v
Department: uc
Higher Education and Training

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA UNIVERSITY CAPACITY

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME





image2.png
<, UNIVERSITY OF ™
n- _KWAZULU-NATAL

T INYUVESI
W, YAKWAZULU-NATALI




